Claims 

[cl] l.A control method for an automatic transmission (1) In whicli a first control 

system of automatic type (22) receives as input data signals and processes them 
in order to generate drive signals (OPEN/CLOSE, SEL. ENG/DIS) for the 
transmission and automatically to set an optimum transmission ratio, this 
automatic transmission (1) further comprising a second control system (24) of 
manual type which receives as input control signals generated (1 7) by an 
operator in order to generate drive signals (OPEN/CLOSE, SEL, ENG/DIS) for the 
transmission and manually to set a transmission ratio, characterised in that it 
comprises the stages of: 

-activating (100) the first control system (22) and automatically setting a 
transmission ratio, 

-detecting the presence (1 10) of a manual command from an operator to 
modify the transmission ratio in use, 

-performing (1 30) the manual command from the operator by modifying the 
transmission ratio set automatically, 

-silencing (1 30) the first control system (22) for a predetermined time interval 
(Tsleep) such that the transmission ratio set following the manual command is 
not modified as a result of an automatic gear change request from the first 
control system (22), 

-attributing (1 00) the control of the automatic transmission to the first control 
system (22). 

2. A method as claimed in claim 1 , in which the detection of the presence of a 
manual command (1 1 0) is followed by the stage of checking (1 20) whether the 
manual gear change request has been preceded by a predetermined time 
and/or Is simultaneous with a gear change request generated automatically by 
the first control system; when this checking stage has a negative outcome, it is 
followed by the stage of performing (1 30) the manual command set by the 
operator by modifying the transmission ratio set automatically as a function of 
the operator"s requests. 

3. A method as claimed in claim 2, in which, if the manual gear change request 
has been preceded by a predetermined time and/or is simultaneous with a gear 
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change request generated automatically by the first control system, it is 
followed by a stage of checking whether the manual gear change request from 
the operator Is concordant with the gear change request coming automatically 
from the first control system; 

if the requests are found to be discordant, the manual command set by the 
operator is performed (1 30) by modifying the transmission ratio set 
automatically as a function of the operator"s requests; 

if the requests are found to be concordant, the first control system (22) is made 
available and automatically performs the gear change that has also been 
manually requested by the operator. 

[c4] 4. A method as claimed in claim 1 , in which the stage of detecting the presence 

(1 1 0) of a manual command set by an operator comprises the stage of detecting 
the manual actuation of a control member (20) used to command a unit 
increment or a unit decrement of the transmission ratio in use. 

[c5] 5.A method as claimed in claim 1 , in which the predetermined time interval 

(Tsleep) is re-initialised on each gear change request performed by the 
operator. 
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